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Ladies and Gentlemen,   

This similar gr oup met t he last t ime in 2001 in Fr ankf ur t . I am r eally happy t hat 
t her e ar e mor e of f icial r epr esent at ives of individual NPC t his t ime. For your 
information the official mandate had only 11 delegates.   

Allow me t o r emind you what happened in bot h Eur opean and ot her Regionals 
dur ing t he last t wo year s. One of our most visible act ivit ies is t he I PTTC 
tournament. 
I n 2001 t hey wer e or ganized in 18 count r ies ar ound t he wor ld, wit h 12 of t hem 
in Europe.  
2002 – in view of t he WC in Taipei, t ur nout was low at t our nament s, but 9 of 13 
tournaments were again in Europe. 
This year t her e wer e 31 applicat ions f or t our nament s. This number , of cour se, 
included Regional Championships. Af t er sever al of t hem dr opped out , we st ill 
have 25, of which 17 are in Europe.   

Eur opean player s had and have a wide select ion f or gaining point s f or WRL. 
Because of t his, t hey have cer t ain advant ages over player s f r om ot her Regions. 
They don’t have far to travel and their travel expenses are lower.  

This is cer t ainly t he posit ive par t of my r epor t . Ot her Eur opean specif icat ions 
belong to it: 

- Many TTs in a relatively small space 
- Many good organizers of ITTC tournaments 
- A very solid background of players 
- Improving communications between IPTTC and individual NPC   

For all t hese r easons I do not see, as t he I PTTC Eur opean Repr esent at ive, t he 
necessit y t o build anot her assist ing Eur opean st r uct ur e f or I PTTC. I n a shor t 
while, however , I will speak about t hese pr oblems, which many player s and t heir 
countries must resolve. For this reason I will be very happy to hear your opinions 
about these problems. If your proposals are realistic, I will try to use them.   

As I ment ioned a shor t while ago – even Eur ope is not wit hout pr oblems and it 
would be bad to close our eyes to them. We still have many countries here whose 
t able t ennis player s have only a minimum chance t o par t icipat e at I PTTC 
tournaments. The reasons are many: 

- First and foremost, most don’t have enough money 



- Often there is also only little interest in NPC for table tennis events 
- The language barrier is also a big problem  

These pr oblems cer t ainly af f ect sever al count r ies f r om var ious par t s of Eur ope, 
but t he biggest pr oblem is in t he east er n and sout heast er n par t s of our Region.  
This is a pit y f or us all, because we ar e losing many t alent ed player s f or t he 
future as a region.   

IPTTC is not able to solve the financial problems of individual countries. We can, 
however , t r y t o impr ove t he communicat ion bet ween individual NPCs and us. We 
would be happy t o have closer cooper at ion wit h t heir t able t ennis commissions. 
That should help even f or cont act s wit h t he or ganizer s of t our nament s, t her eby 
making the connection of players from these countries to our activities easier.   

I n Fr ankf ur t we spoke about whet her it would help t o t r anslat e t he new I PTTC 
Rules int o Russian and publish t hem on our websit e. At pr esent t heir of f icial 
ver sion is being pr epar ed. Af t er it is f inished we will be able t o pr epar e t he 
pr omised t r anslat ion and publish it in cooper at ion wit h I PC HQ. Please, be 
patient, even I didn’t know beforehand how difficult it would be to carry out the 
t r anslat ion. I believe t hat it s publicat ion will help over come t he language bar r ier 
a little.  

If you have any ideas how to improve table tennis in our Region in any way, let me 
know, I will be happy t o list en and discuss it wit h you. I f you come up wit h 
something realistic, I will try to implement your proposal. I am here until the end 
of t he EC and if you would pr ef er t o wr it e t o me, my email addr ess is on t he 
web.  

Thank you for your support.   

Jiri Danek 
European Representative of IPTTC  

In Zagreb, June 24th, 2003 


