Petition against New Rules for Factor 20/40 competitions and Regional Championships in 2009




To Chairperson - Øivind Eriksen and Vice Chairperson - Nico Verspeelt ,

We the undersigned players and representatives from the following countries would like to protest against the new rules stated above regarding the Team Event:

We consider that the new knock-out system in the team event is: 
1) not fair to all players especially the young and new players; 

2) it reduces drastically the number of games for competitors causing situations where a team can enter a semifinal without winning one match; 

3) it caters for the top teams and causes an elitist syndrome in every competition whereas in the past every player had a chance to play against the best and the poorest teams. In essence we are losing the “fair play” element.
We ask the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson to:  

1) state when these changes were voted by all members of the ITTF-ParaTT; 

2) state valid reasons for these changes; 

3) state when a democratic decision was made to instill these changes in Factor 20 and Factor 40 tournaments.

We propose that:
a) the knock-out system be replaced with the former system of round robin which everyone supports;

b) if the problem is the problem of too little time at tournaments, though none of the actual players are really complaining about this, then we propose that the Open Event be dropped and the former Team Event style be reinstated. The Open Event is an event that takes almost one day but in the end favours mainly players in Class 5 and Class 10.
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An important decision from chairman � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipttc.org/members/index.htm" \l "Oeivind_Eriksen" �Øivind Eriksen�:�Since World Championships are going to have KO system for teams, as per 2.3.2.3.6.1.5 of the Rules and Regulations the upcoming Regional Championships must use the KO system for teams also








Factor 40 - The open events are played as a knock-out competition, the singles events are played with Round Robin in 1st stage and knock out in 2nd stage. The team events are played as a knock-out competition.


Factor 20 - The team event must be played as a knock-out competition, if there are 4 or more teams.    ITTF-PTT Rules and Regulations  7th edition – Feb.2009








